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Garner-Hayfield-Ventura Schools - MISSION STATEMENT 
 

To prepare students for a successful future in a  
kind, caring, and compassionate way. 

 
SCHOOL BOARD MEETINGS 

 
     The upcoming Garner-Hayfield-Ventura School Board meetings 
will be held as follows: 
 

• Monday, October 9, 2017, 6:30 PM 
• Monday, November 13, 2017, 6:30 PM 
 

     The meetings will be held in the high school media center.  
Visitors are welcome to attend. 
 
 

 
 

Health Fair for ALL 
by Nurse Bonnie 

 
     GHV School Health Offices will be holding a health fair 
on Tuesday, October 24th from 4:00-8:00 PM at GHV Elementary 
Gymnasium.  This will be geared towards all age groups, so we 
hope students and parents/guardians of students in 3-Year-Old 
Preschool to 12th grade will come and join in on the fun!  There 
will be a variety of local and non-local vendors present, that will 
offer their knowledge, yet provide fun for all while learning about 
healthy habits.  We hope you take the opportunity to join us on this 
great night! 
 

 
 

FLU SHOTS 
 
     Once again it is time to think about flu season.  GHV 
Community School District is partnering with Hancock County 
Community Health to offer flu shots to ALL students and staff.  
Hancock County Community Health will be coming to GHV 

Elementary and GHV High School on Tuesday, October 17th. On 
Wednesday, October 18th they will be offering flu shots to GHV 
Intermediate and GHV Junior High. Please look for more 
information to come in the near future. 
 
 
 

 
 

YOU’RE INVITED TO THE GHV BOOK FAIR 
by Kristi Carew 

 
     The fall Book Fair will open Tuesday, October 24th, and remain 
open until Friday, October 27th, at the GHV Elementary School 
library. 
     This annual event is held in the K-4 Library during the fall 
parent-teacher conferences.  Students eagerly await the arrival of 
cases full of new books and I am very excited about adding to our 
library collection as well.  This year our fair will feature books for 
TK-8th Grade students.  It is hoped that having the fair in one 
location, as was done last year, will help parents locate books for 
their Elementary and Intermediate/Jr. High students all at once.  
     As the new librarian, I am grateful for parents support of 
reading and our school library, with purchases from the book fair.  
The profit received through this program has provided an 
extensive variety of books for our collection in the past, and this 
year I am looking forward to adding new fiction and nonfiction to all 
three of our libraries.  
     Teachers will also continue to benefit from purchases that 
parents make for their classrooms through the “Teacher Wish List” 
program.  The display will be located near the main entrance of the 
library.  In addition, a big “thank you” goes out to our PTO.  For 
many years they have provided funds to classroom teachers so 
they can select Book Fair materials for their classroom libraries. 
     Please continue to encourage your kids to be readers!  I am 
looking forward to see you at the fair! 



 
      
     We will be having parent-teacher conferences on Tuesday, 
October 24 and Thursday, October 25, 4:30-8:00 PM.  We invite 
parents/guardians to watch your email for a link to the online sign-
up.  As soon as it is ready to go, you will be notified and be able 
to sign up for this valuable time to communicate with your 
child/ren’s teacher.   
     High School, Intermediate, and Junior High Buildings will have 
an open house format for conferences during the same time 
frame. 

We look forward to seeing you then! 
 

 
 

TWO HEADS ARE BETTER THAN ONE 
by Elizabeth May 

 
     The GHV drama department has started rehearsals for the fall 
play, Two Heads Are Better Than One, by Pat Cook.  With fast 
lines and plot twists, this frantic farce is full of all sorts of oddball 
characters fleeing from the frying pan into the fire, and always 
keeping just one step ahead of sanity.  The Lawrence family is a 
bit skeptical about the new film adaptation of “The Legend of 
Sleepy Hollow”, being filmed in town.  Not only is this version 
slightly warped (the Headless Horseman has a girlfriend and they 
both lose their heads!), but also Max Mercedes, the eccentric 
director, will be staying at their house.  Max’s moods fly from 
rages to zombie-like staring, which makes it near impossible for 
his assistant, Beth, who already has her hands full with her party-
minded crew, an outraged hotel manager, an egotistical star, and 
a would be-be boyfriend.  Add this to the pompus mayor who’s 
against the movie entirely, a public relations lady who keeps 
trying to put a positive spin on everything, a nosy reporter out for 
a scoop, and it seems like it couldn’t get any worse.  But, of 
course it does when SOBS – that’s the Save Our Bridges Society 
– shows up to block the movie from filming!  It’s up to Jim and 
Ginny Lawrence and their two teenage daughters to prove that 
“two heads are better than one.”   
     Directed by Elizabeth May, the play stars Elizabeth Howke as 
Ginny Lawrence, Jadan Smith as Jim Lawrence, Cassie Davis 
and Helen Rockwell as their daughters, Maggie and Didi, Star 
Pralle as Beth Jeffers, Patrick Carew as Max Mercedes, Taylor 
Bell as Mayor Burkslatter, Kaylee Parris as Trish Marko, Alex 

Fullerton as Les Powell, Spencer Duregger as Carter DeLancie, 
Jacob Leerar as Andy Harper, Eric Heitland as Bubba Munie, 
Leah Johnson as Jacey Brooks, Samantha Hall as Hannah 
Millways, Destiny Fuentes as Serena Swan, Bryant Cook as  
Monty Dorchester, Tyler Obermann as Chris Berelli, Laurel 
Woody as Sarah, Sarah Sperr as Aurora, Rachael Hanson as 
Miriam, Daniela Milan as Lara, MaKenna Rayhons as Amanda, 
and Kyle Bell as Gary.  Other cast members include Colton 
Steenhard, Abigail Pannhoff, Ashley Homann, Avery Lackore, 
Raine Pralle, Juan Carranza, Isaac Bell, Cam Lau, Brandon 
Brown, and Travis Schmidt. 
     Performances will be November 3 and 4, at 7:00 PM in the 
GHV High School Auditorium.  Tickets are $4.00 for adults, and 
$3.00 for students.  They can be purchased at the school, or 
through the GHV website. 

 
 

 
 
NONDISCRIMINATION POLICY STATEMENT 

 
     It is the policy of the Garner-Hayfield-Ventura Community 
School District not to discriminate on the basis of race, color, 
national origin, sex, disability, religion, creed, age (for 
employment), marital status (for programs), sexual orientation, 
gender identity and socioeconomic status (for programs) in its 
educational programs and employment practices.  There is a 
grievance procedure for processing complaints of 
discrimination.  If you have questions or a grievance related to 
this policy please contact the district’s Equity Coordinator:  Jim 
Haag, GHV High School Principal, 605 Lyon Street, Garner, Iowa 
50438, 641-923-2632, jhaag@ghvschools.org 
 

 
 
 
 

SUBSTITUTES NEEDED 
 

     Our school year is underway and we are looking for interested 
teachers, paraprofessionals, custodians, food service workers, 
bus drivers and nurse substitutes to work when our staff needs to 
be gone. If you are interested, please call the following people 
with your information. 
 

GHV HS Substitutes – Call L. Formanek, 923-2632 
GHV PS-4th Substitutes – Call D. Dallman, 923-2831 
GHV 5th-8th Substitutes – C. Echelberger 829-4484 

Kitchen Substitutes – K. Zobrist, 924-2346 
Custodial Substitutes – Kris Hanson, 923-2718 

Bus Driving Substitutes – Kevin Hanson, 923-2134 
Nurse Substitutes – B. Hiscocks, 923-2831 

 
     New substitutes need to stop in the Superintendent’s Office to 
complete background check paperwork before they begin.  
THANK YOU for your interest! 
 

 
 
 





October/ 

November 

 2017 

OVERTIME CALENDAR 

   Friday, October 6  
  
 Nacho Bingo Night  
    
   Saturday, November 11 
  
 Winter Formal 
 

GAP Meetings 

12 - 1 pm 

Lunch provided 

Everyone is welcome! 

 

   Thurs. Oct. 12 

ANNUAL MEETING
     

St. Paul Lutheran Church 

810 State Street 

   Thurs. Nov. 9 

St. Boniface Catholic Church 

660 Bush Ave. 

 

Sixteen GHV Junior Students named to 2017 YIELD Program 
YIELD (Youth Investing   

Energy in Leadership Develop-

ment) is a collaborative effort 

by Garner-Hayfield-Ventura 

High School and Garner Asset 

Project in an effort to prepare 

future leaders and to link local 

youth to the local business 

community. 

Students will attend 14 class      

sessions, beginning on Sept.  

14
th

, on topics such as          

professional etiquette, resume 

writing and job  interviewing, 

leadership styles, public speak-

ing, business/

industry and a 

mentor mixer    

introducing      

students to their 

mentors.   

Each session is 

facilitated by a 

community leader 

who specializes in 

the topic field.  

Students have also 

matched with a 

community     

business leader as 

a mentor. Students 

must attend a city council  

meeting and spend time     

planning, organizing, and     

implementing a community   

input project to complete the 

program. 

Strong community support         

Includes the following business-

es and community individuals. 

 

2017 adult YIELD mentors: 

Mike Bahnsen, Lloyd Bier, Phil 

Garland, Steve Kral, Marline 

Lewerke, Trece Lonneman,   

Carrie Rodriquez, Karla Rudisill, 

Tim Schmidt, Julia Schulz, Paula 

Spilman, Ryan Sonquist, David 

Stromer, Sarah Swanson,       

Natalie Swartout, and Paul 

VanGerpen. 

2017 YIELD Sponsors:    

Classic Catering; Clear Lake 

Bank & Trust;  D.K. Arndt; Drs. 

Tesene, Maurer, & Maurer;   

Garland & Rodriguez Law      

Office; Garner Lions; Reliance 

State Bank; Schmidt Livestock & 

Trucking. 

Session Leaders: Collin      

Davison, Niki Renner, Victoria 

Schmidt, Denise Jakoubek, 

Sheryll Klesel, Courtney 

Cockrum, Tyler Williams, 

David Zrostlik. 

Students: Amanda Bierle, 

Bretta Carolus, Elexis   

Carrison, Brianna  

Gamerdinger, Rachel 

Hejlik, Paige Schneiders, 

Madison Williams, Sidney 

Wilson, Kyle Bell, Dakota 

Burress, Juan Carranza, 

Lucas Rayhons, Holden 

Larson, Nathan Larson, 

Stephen Phillips, and Jace 

Pringnitz 

OVERTIME CALENDAR 
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 Winter Formal 

GAP Meetings 
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   Thurs. Oct. 12 
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   Thurs. Nov. 9 
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Substance use among youth has 

been a national concern for several 

decades. Hancock County, through 

community members’ efforts, has 

experienced significant reductions 

in underage substance use in the 

last 15 years.  

How do we know?  

The Iowa Youth Survey (IYS) 

[www.iowayouthsurvey.iowa.gov], 

is a state-wide, confidential survey 

administered to 6
th

, 8
th

, and 11
th

 

grade students every two years to 

measure the students’ beliefs,   

attitudes, and behaviors associated 

with peers, school, family, and 

their community. This is an       

assessment tool communities use 

to develop a comprehensive          

prevention plan. 

Garner Asset Project (GAP) has 

compared Garner-Hayfield-Ventura 

School District rates over the years:  

 In 2016, only 16% of 11
th

 

grade students reported any 

alcohol use in the past 30 

days, a significant drop from 

2002 IYS when 64% of       

students reported any use in 

the past 30 days. 

 

 The chart provided also 

shows reduction in cigarette 

use from 2002- 25% of      

students reporting 11
th

 grade 

past 30 day cigarette use to 

8%  in 2016.   

 Marijuana past 30 day use 

has declined from 8% of 11
th

 

graders reporting any use in 

2002 to 4% in 2016. 

 

 Prescription drug use (added 

to the IYS in 2010) when 8% 

of 11
th

 graders reported any 

use in the last 30 days to  

only 1% in 2016.  

These changes are encouraging 

and are evidence that substance 

use can be prevented when a    

community works together.  

How did we do it?  

Coalitions were formed, first 

with members at the community 

level and eventually at the county 

level in order to address these    

issues. Garner Asset Project (GAP) 

was started in 1991 and began to 

focus on youth substance abuse 

prevention in 2003 with the help of 

a federal Drug-Free Communities 

Support Grant that ended in 2015. 

Currently, the coalition is state 

funded through the Youth Sub-

stance Abuse Prevention Services 

Grant from Ia. Dept. Public Health. 

Hancock County’s county-wide  

coalition, Allies for Substance 

Abuse Prevention (ASAP) now 

holds the Drug Free Communities 

Support Grant. Both coalitions     

promote a community based     

approach. Members from all com-

munity sectors [Youth; Parents; 

Businesses; Media; Schools; Youth-

serving organizations; Law enforce-

ment; Religious or fraternal organi-

zations; Civic or volunteer groups; 

Healthcare professionals; State,  

and local agencies with expertise 

in substance misuse; Other organi-

zations involved in reducing sub-

stance misuse (treatment provid-

ers)] have been leaders in the    

positive changes we have seen by 

supporting community ordinances 

and policies regarding youth sub-

stance use at the family, school, 

city and county levels.   

What do we do now?  

While this data is encouraging  

we cannot rest. The current       

national trends of opioid abuse 

and relaxation of marijuana laws 

do have local consequences.  

One trend we are now seeing 

through the IYS is the reduction in 

perception of risk or harm when 

using substances, with the greatest 

drop being in our 6
th

 grade youth. 

It is difficult for our youth to sort 

through pro-substance messaging 

to see how harmful substances are 

and the risks associated for them-

selves and their peers.    

Thank you to GHV community 

members for past, present, and 

future partnering with GAP and 

ASAP in continuing efforts to give 

our youth tools to resist substance 

use and to help shape a new     

community norm that discourages 

underage substance use.  

Making a difference—GAP & ASAP 
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